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Use of Idioms and Phrases

Anidiom is a phrase that has a figurative meaning, whereas a phrase is a group of words that have
a literal meaning. For example, “’kick the bucket” is an idiom that means to die. Whereas “the cat
sat on the mat” is a phrase that has a literal meaning.

The key difference between phrasal verbs and idioms is that phrasal verbs denote actions and
are made up of a verb along with a preposition or an adverb, while idioms are expressions
made up of a combination of words while presenting a figurative meaning.

Correct meaning of a phrase

Correct meaning of an idiom

Correct use of phrase

Correct use of an idiom

Gerundial phrase, Substitution of phrase / idiom

(1) Correct meaning of a phrase

' ran in a marathon last week but I wasn't fitenough. I.......... after 15 kilometres.'
Choose the correct phrase from the following to fill in the blank.
Answer options :

1) move in 2) turn up 3) drop out 4) clear up

‘Fill in the blank

She showed great courage ............ danger.

1) to the face of 2) on the face of 3) at the face of 4) in the face of

He hung about the entrance all day, hoping a chance to speak to the director.
Identify the correct meaning of underlined phrase in the above sentence.

1) Retain 2) Show unwillingness to act
3) Loiter 4) Surrender

Which of the following word(s) best explain(s) the phrase -
"Medicine given to counteract poison or diseases" ?

a) Antibiotic b) Antiseptic ¢) Antidote d) Allopathy
Answer Options :
1) Only c 2)Only a 3)Bothaandb 4)Only d
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Read the following sentence.

“Despite her age, she walks steadily “,

The underlined words walks steadily are examples of :

1) Noun phrase 2) Adjective phrase
3) Adverbial phrase 4) None of the above

Identify the type of phrase underlined in the given sentence.
"The man is searching for a shelter".

1) An adverbial phrase 2) Noun Phrase

3) Adjective Phrase 4) Both (1) and (2)
Match the following :

a) Come after 1) Manage to get

b) Come by i1) Chase

¢) Come round 111) Arrive

d) Come along 1v) Change one's opinion

Answer Options :
(@ (b (© (@
) i i i iv
2) i v il
3) i i v
4) i i v il
A good agency will weed out those unsuitable candidates.’

Select the correct word for the underlined.
1) block 2) segment 3) eliminate 4) refresh

(2) Correct meaning of an idiom

Identify the correct meaning of the underlined idiom in the sentence :
e.g. Her mother was up and about two weeks after the operation.

a) On the bed b) On the medicine

¢) On one's feet d) On life support

Answer Options :

1) Only (b) 2) Only (d) 3) Only (a) 4) Only (c)

Choose the correct meaning of the idiom underlined in the following sentence.
She is leading a dog's life as her husband is an alcoholic and without a job.

a) a life of misery

b) a life in which partners are constantly quarrelling

¢) to do or say something that disturb the peace

d) to be silent, saying nothing.

Answer options :

1) aonly 2) b only 3) c only 4) d only
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Nobody is happy with him because he is a black sheep in the society.
Identify the correct meaning of the underlined word.

1) aman with black complexion 2) avery poor man

3) aman of bad character 4) a man of no importance

'Up the wall' means ............
1) not enough space to live 2) furious or crazy

3) disappear 4) be frank and honest

"I always see eye to eye with my sister."
The underlined idiom in the sentence above means..............

a) stare at b) see closely ¢) support d) agree with
Answer options :
1) Bothaandb 2) c only 3) d only 4) a only

"He knows how to break in horses."
The underlined idiom in the sentence above means ..........

a) stop b) control ¢) discipline d) hold by force
Answer options :
1) d only 2) c only 3) b only 4) a only

Give the meaning of the idiom 'Spick and Span'.
1) very neat and trim 2) to intoxicate
3) to cause a quarrel 4) the secret cause of grief

Find out the exact meaning of the underlined idiom in the given sentence :

“Most of her friends avoid talking to her as she is constantly blowing her own trumpet”.
1) To forget past enmity 2) To put in all possible efforts

3) Tobe very busy 4) To boast about self

Choose the correct phrase for an expression :

‘An indication that something bad or difficult is about to happen.’

1) The lines on the palm 2) The writing on the wall
3) The writing on the notebook 4) Asilver lining

Choose the correct option from those given below, which means the idiom underlined in the
sentence :

The famous industrialist spent his time Playing cat and mouse with the tax authorities.

1) to admire 2) to confuse 3) to perplex 4) to pretend

TERTY 3RTSURT WaT (T ) / (7T &) T=T TeT 033/ 93



1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

For Private Circulation Only

(3) Correct use of phrase

Oxford has............. anew edition of the book.

Choose the correct alternative to complete the sentence meaningfully.

1) brought about 2) brought in 3) brought out 4) brought up
Therally ........... peacefully.

Choose the correct alternative to complete the sentence meaningfully.

1) passed off 2) passed on 3) passed away 4) passed over

Good people will compensate for any damages they cause.
Choose the correct phrase for the underlined.

1) make up for 2) make up with 3) make for 4) make with
He............. in a hurry

Complete the sentence choosirig the correct phrase.

1) went off 2) went over 3) went on 4) went through
She ............... four awards.

Choose the correct alternative to complete the sentence meaningfully,.

1) carried away 2) carried off 3) carried on 4) carried out

My father was a very good soldier in the Indian Army.

The underlined part of this sentenceisa......

1) Verb phrase 2) Noun phrase

3) Adjective phrase 4) Prepositional phrase

In the following sentence, some parts are printed in bold italics type. There are four choices. Find
out which choice has the same meaning as the part in the sentence which is in bold italics type.
"You can continue with the programme after [ have left," said the guest.

a) carry out b) carry off c) carry away d) carry on
Answer Potions :
1)Only d 2) Only a 3)Only aand b 4)Onlybandc

Identify the noun phrase in the given sentence :
"I expect to get a prize."
1) I expect 2) expect to 3) to get a prize 4) expect

Good people will compensate for any damages they cause.
Choose the correct phrase for the underlined.

1) make up for 2) make up with 3) make for 4) make with
Adversities provoke one to .......... one's best efforts.

Select the correct alternative to complete the sentence meaningfully.

1) put forth 2) put back 3) put off 4) putup
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(4) Correct use of an idiom

Choose the correct phrase to complete the sentence :
We waited outside the operation theatre ..........
1) in great anxiety 2) at great anxiety 3) by great anxiety 4) with great anxiety

Choose correct phrase to complete the sentence :
He put ali the books beside ...........
1) each other 2) each other's 3) one another 4) one another’s

She gave her hand to a good-looking young sailor.

The underlined idiom may be substituted by :

1) Marry 2) Behave arrogantly

3) Surrender 4) Pass from the ownership of one person to that of another

Choose the correct option to fill in the blank.
They decided to ...... and try to be friends again.
1) Bury the hatchet ~ 2) Bury the sword 3) Bury the gun 4) Bury the clarion call

Which expression/s is/are correctly written ?

a) Too many cooks spoil the broth.

b) Bury the hatch

c¢) Disappear into thick air.

Answer options :

1) aonly 2) aand b only 3)band c only 4)a,bandc

(5) Gerundial phrase, Substitution of phrase / idiom

Choose the correct idiom for the underlined words in the sentence :
Do not pick up quarrel otherwise you will have to accept humiliation

1) an apple pie 2) berry pies 3)eatahumblepie  4) apie
a) No pain, no gain. b) Love is blind.
¢) Silence is golden. d) Pride comes before a fall

The above statements are the examples of ......

Answer Options :

1) Clauses 2) Phrases

3) Sayings and proverbs 4) Adjectives
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Use of Idioms and Phrases

1) Correct meaning of a phrase

2-4 3-3 4-1 5-3 6-2 7-2 8-3

2) Correct meaning of an idiom

2-1 3-3 4-2 5-3 6-2 7-1 8-4 9-2 10-2

3) Correct use of phrase

2-1 3-1 4-1 5-2 6-4 7-1 8-3 9-1 10-1

4) Correct use of an idiom

2-3 3-1 4-1 5-1

5) Gerundial phrase, Substitution of phrase / idiom

2-3
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